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September 29, 1980, and upon which ‘‘Happy 
Birthday’’ is recorded, to Dr. King, with an in-
scription that read, ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. 
showed us, non-violently, a better way of life, 
a way of mutual respect, helping us to avoid 
much bitter confrontation and inevitable blood-
shed.’’ On January 17, 2000, for the first time, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was officially 
observed in all fifty states. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a dreamer. 
His dreams were a tool through which he was 
able to lift his mind beyond the reality of his 
segregated society, and into a realm where it 
was possible that white and black, red and 
brown, and all others live and work alongside 
each other and prosper. But Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was not just an idle daydreamer. He 
shared his visions through speeches that moti-
vated others to join in his nonviolent effort to 
lift themselves from poverty and isolation by 
creating a new America where equal justice 
and institutions were facts of life. 

It appears that too many of our nation’s 
young people have forgotten how to dream. 
They have forgotten what Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. taught us, when he started his jour-
ney towards equality—with peace in his heart 
and the dream of equality in his eyes. 

Today, children and young people often ask: 
‘‘What is a dream?’’ or ‘‘How can it change my 
life?’’ We must once again introduce our 
young people to the life of Dr. King and his 
enduring dream. His vision is still so pertinent 
today, our lives continue to be shaped by his 
efforts. 

A young Martin managed to find a dream, 
one that he pieced together from his read-
ings—in the Bible, and literature, and just 
about any other book he could get his hands 
on. And not only did those books help him 
educate himself, but they also allowed him to 
work through the destructive and traumatic ex-
periences of blatant discrimination, and the 
discriminatory abuse inflicted on himself, his 
family, and his people. 

The life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was properly captured in Dr. King’s most 
famed speech, ‘‘I Have A Dream,’’ on August 
28, 1963, when he said, ‘‘I have a dream that 
one day this nation will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal.’ ’’ The legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. is continued today, as evidenced by 
the work of organizations like the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which is currently led 
by Dr. King’s daughter, Bernice King, and was 
at one time led by Dr. King’s son, Martin Lu-
ther King, III. In addition to organizations, the 
legacy of Dr. King continues on today with 
people in the United States and throughout 
the world, with individual acts of compassion, 
courage, and peace. 

This legislation will benefit the well-being of 
the public as it celebrates the life and work of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the 30th an-
niversary of the Stevie Wonder tribute song to 
Dr. King. It recognizes the legacy left by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. with commitments to 
freedom, equality, and justice, as exhibited by 
Stevie Wonder and so many others; and fi-
nally, encourages the people of the United 
States to commemorate the legacy of Dr. King 
by renewing pledges to advance those prin-
ciples and actions that are consistent with Dr. 
King’s belief that ‘‘all men are created equal.’’ 

As such, I strongly support this legislation and 
urge my colleagues to join me and do the 
same. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARY COLE-
MAN GILMER’S 105TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 
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Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to the special life of 
Mary Coleman Gilmer of Montgomery, Ala-
bama. 

Mrs. Gilmer was born on January 24, 1905 
in Conecuh County, Alabama. In 1926, Mrs. 
Gilmer married Gaddie Gilmer, and in the 
1940’s she graduated from Alabama State 
Teacher’s College High School Class. 

Mrs. Gilmer and her husband Gaddie adopt-
ed two daughters, Cubie Rae Chambliss and 
Jacqueline Lorraine Larry from two of her 
nieces. Both daughters graduated from Ala-
bama State University. Mrs. Gilmer now has 
five grandchildren. 

Mrs. Gilmer has spent her life actively work-
ing in the church and has been the Minister of 
music at several churches in Alabama. She 
also worked for the Atlanta Life Insurance 
Company for many years. 

Today her friends and family will celebrate 
her birthday in Montgomery. I would like to 
join her family and friends in wishing Mrs. 
Mary Coleman Gilmer a very Happy 105th 
Birthday. 
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HONORING MR. ROB CALLAHAN 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the good work of a dedicated 
public servant in Missouri’s Eighth Congres-
sional District. Mr. Rob Callahan has made a 
wonderful commitment to the residents of 
southern Missouri who have served our coun-
try in uniform. Once a year, Mr. Callahan 
leads a trip for veterans who would like to visit 
Washington, DC called the Southeast Missouri 
Honor Tour. 

While they are here, the veterans of Amer-
ican military service can see the monuments 
erected to honor them. They are able to visit 
the memorials that stand in testament to the 
Americans who served alongside them, and 
Mr. Callahan ensures that they are able to 
visit Capitol Hill. The planning and logistics of 
these trips are not simple but Mr. Callahan 
does an exemplary job not only of ensuring 
the trip is worthwhile, but also of finding 
sources of support from the community so the 
veterans (most of whom are on fixed incomes) 
can afford the considerable expense of the 
trip. 

Mr. Callahan is a 20-year veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force, and he understands the pride 
of service felt by every veteran who is able to 
visit our Nation’s capital. It is a wonderful way 
to say thank you to the Americans in Southern 
Missouri who have served our country, de-

fended our freedoms, and made sacrifices for 
our liberties. 

I am very proud that Mr. Callahan will re-
ceive the Citizen of the Year award in Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri. He has earned this recognition 
several times over, and I commend Mr. Cal-
lahan and his excellent work to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. RAJESH VYAS 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a member of our Foreign Serv-
ice and a great American. Dr. Rajesh Vyas is 
a former resident of Kentucky’s First Congres-
sional district and currently serves as our na-
tion’s Regional Medical Officer at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Manila. Recently, Dr. Vyas celebrated 
his twentieth year of practicing medicine. 

Prior to starting with the State Department, 
Dr. Vyas practiced medicine for two years at 
Logan Memorial Hospital and lived in Russell-
ville, Kentucky, both in my Congressional dis-
trict. Dr. Vyas also served our nation’s vet-
erans at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for a number of years. 

After joining the Foreign Service, Dr. Vyas 
was posted to Pakistan and served at our 
Islamabad Embassy. From there he was dis-
patched to his current position in Manila. He 
has responsibility for overseeing the medical 
services provided at a number of our diplo-
matic missions throughout Asia. In other 
words, Dr. Vyas serves and protects the men 
and women who represent our country at our 
Embassies and Consulates throughout the 
world. 

Ironically, when a Foreign Service officer re-
cently became very ill in Manila, this same Dr. 
Vyas who had practiced medicine in my Con-
gressional district in Kentucky took steps that 
saved his life, and that officer was a former 
member of my own staff. Dr. Vyas accurately 
assessed the situation, determined what the 
individual needed and then developed a plan 
that took into account the limits of local health 
care to get the American officer the care and 
treatment he needed. Without the doctor’s sit-
uational and cultural awareness, this American 
diplomat might have lost his life. 

Dr. Vyas has spent twenty years practicing 
medicine and a significant number of those 
years serving and protecting our veterans and 
our diplomats overseas. I know his wife and 
two sons are tremendously proud of him and 
I am, too. I ask the House to join me in salut-
ing this fine American who protects those who 
have served us in our armed forces and the 
men and women of our diplomatic corps who 
are serving us at this very moment overseas. 
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HONORING DAVID A. FORD 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, a community 
prospers and thrives on the contributions of its 
citizens to the common good. David A. Ford 
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